
Interlinkages 

• Three dimensions of sustainable development 
– People (social) 
– Prosperity (economic) 
– Planet (environmental) 

• Other Ps 
– Peace 
– Partnerships 
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Targets 
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For the 17 goals there are a total of 241 indicators.  However, there are 11 “multi-purpose” indicators meaning the same indicators appear in more than one target.  Hence, there are only 230 unique SDG indicators.




People: WASH and Goal 3 

• WASH is directly linked through indicators 
– Universal Health Coverage 
– Deaths and illness from hazardous chemicals and 

air, water, and soil pollution 

• WASH contributes importantly to realizing 
health gains within Goal 3 
– Maternal, infant, and neonatal mortality 
– Neglected tropical diseases 
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3.1: Maternal mortality 
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Sanitation: OR 3.14 
Water: OR 1.75 



3.2: U5 and neonatal mortality 

• High contribution of infections and sepsis 
– In high mortality settings, up to 50% of neonatal 

mortality is due to infections 
– 30-40% of infections that lead to neonatal sepsis 

deaths are transmitted at the time of childbirth 

• Six cleans 
– Handwashing by birth attendant reduces  

neonatal mortality by 19%, cord infection by 30%, 
and tetanus by 49% 
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3.3: Communicable diseases 

• 3.3.5 Number of 
people requiring 
interventions against 
neglected tropical 
diseases 
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“NTDs thrive under conditions of poverty and filth. They tend to 
cluster together in places where housing is substandard, drinking 
water is unsafe, sanitation is poor, access to health care is limited 
or non-existent, and insect vectors are constant household and 
agricultural companions... This opens opportunities for integrated 
approaches, for simplification, cost-effectiveness, and streamlined 
efficiency”. 

   Margaret Chan, WHO Director General 



3.8: Universal Health Coverage 

• 3.8.1 Coverage of tracer interventions 
including WASH 
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3.9: Deaths and illness from hazardous 
chemicals and air, water, and soil pollution  

• 3.9.2 Diarrhoeal diseases attributable to 
inadequate WASH 
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Other People 

 
 

2.2 End all 
forms of 
malnutrition 
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1.4 Basic 
services for the 
poor 

4.5 Eliminate 
disparities in 
education 
4.a WASH in 
schools 

5.5 Full and 
effective 
participation at 
all levels 
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Credit: Lenka Benova, 2014 



Prosperity 

 
 

Heavy impact 
of WASH on 
inequalities 
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Water needs 
energy 
Energy needs 
water 

Water is 
needed for 
work 
 

WASH in urban 
settings 
11.5 Deaths from 
water-related 
disasters 
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1. Given their focus on sustainability, there are strong interdependencies between the economic dimensions of the 2030 Agenda and SDG 6. An adequate and reliable supply of water [6.1, 6.4] is essential for many economic activities [8], infrastructure and industrial development [9], cities and communities [11], and sustainable consumption and production [12]. Access to water supply, sanitation and hygiene [6.1, 6.2] and wastewater treatment [6.3] support a healthy, educated and productive workforce. 
2. Achieving SDG 6 and meeting the economic goals [7, 8, 9, 12] are interdependent. To ensure economic growth is sustainable over the long term the targets set out in these Goals must take account of water and sanitation services and water resources constraints, for example, to avoid increased pollution [6.3], to avoid excessive use of resources [6.4], and to avoid the degradation of ecosystems [6.6]. Such potential conflicts need to be carefully managed across sectors and regions, by mainstreaming water considerations in economic development, planning and financial institutions, implementing IWRM at all levels [6.5] and employing smart technological solutions. 
3. Priorities need to be set when water resources are scarce [6.4] and trade-offs with economic development objectives exist, taking a pro-poor approach to development to meet the needs of the most vulnerable [10]. Water-related disasters [11.5] are a threat to economic development and must be considered when implementing the economic goals [7, 8, 9, 12] 





Planet 
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6.3  Water quality 
6.4  Water scarcity 
6.5  Water resource management 
6.6  Water-related ecosystems 

13.1 Resilience and adaptive capacity 
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1. There are strong synergies between the goals on consumption and production [12], oceans [14] and ecosystems [15], and SDG 6, especially in regard to water quality and wastewater management (reduction, reuse and recycling) [6.3], improving aquatic, marine and terrestrial ecosystem health by reducing the pollution load. Sustainable water withdrawals [6.4], ensuring sufficient water to cover the needs of ecosystems, support the conservation and restoration of water-related ecosystems [6.6, 15.1]. 
2. Some of the social and economic goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda, including food [2] and energy security [7], may impose an increased use of ecosystem resources and generation of pollution, which may negatively impact water quantity and quality [6.3, 6.4, 6.6]. However, recycling and safe use of wastewater [6.3] can greatly increase food production in water scarce areas while reducing pollution and demand on fresh water resources [6.4, 6.6]. 
3. Implementing the goal on climate [13] and SDG 6 are mutually supportive. Addressing climate change supports the targets on water scarcity [6.4], water quality [6.3], and ecosystems [6.6, 15.1]. Implementing IWRM [6.5] mutually reinforces targets on awareness raising on climate change [13.3], and integrating climate change and ecosystem values into development processes [13.2, 15.9]. 
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