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What is the issue? 
 

HSNO Act 1996 section 143 (amended 

2005)  

Requires injuries caused by hazardous 

substances to be reported by doctors 

(including GPs) to the Medical Officer of 

Health  

 

…..but little GP reporting 
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Examples of what should be notified  

• Ingestion of cleaning products by children 

• Poisoning with agrichemicals 

• Illness caused by chlorine exposure 

• Contact dermatitis from chemicals 

• Fireworks injury 

• Lead poisoning 
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What is the HSDIRT? 

• Hazardous  

• Substances 

• Disease and 

• Injury 

• Reporting 

• Tool 

 



Simpler reporting means better reporting 

• Patient Management 

System gives GPs a familiar 

mechanism to notify  

 

• Minimal time to complete 

 

• Secure data transfer directly 

to the public health unit 

(PHU)  

 

• PHU assess and decide on 

any further investigation 
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Implementation 

2012   An e-notification tool (HSDIRT) was   

   developed to address reporting     

   requirements 

  

2013  National roll out. Incorporated into    

   Patient Management Systems 
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HSDIRT gaining traction 
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Where to from here? 

2014  Regular reporting to PHUs and the   

   Ministry of Health 
 

   Increasing awareness and promotion of  

   HSDIRT 

 

 

Generating information to inform policy 

development and decision making 
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For more information 

Website: www.ehinz.ac.nz 

 

Contact: Helene Marsters 

Email: t.h.marsters@massey.ac.nz  
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