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Context

Public Health Observatories Public Health England
Office for Health 

Improvement and 
Disparities

Public Health Analysis Unit

2001 2013 2021

National Public Health Intelligence System

Health Authorities/

Primary Care Trusts
Local Government

Local Government/ 
Integrated Care 

Systems

Local Public Health Intelligence System

Excel Coding - R Advanced data science



The building blocks

• Professionalisation

• Career pathways

• Structured training opportunities

• Evidence based approach to learning
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Professional registration

Public Health Analysis Unit

• “New” registration scheme for
analysts

• Linked to existing (FedIP) 
scheme

• Portfolio approach

• Five levels

• Requirement for CPDAssociation of Professional 

Healthcare Analysts (AphA)

https://www.aphanalysts.org/

https://www.fedip.org/_files/ugd/c2f91b_6d16cbd1572c4d108593458ec519a639.pdf


Career pathways
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Structured training opportunities

Public Health England / OHID courses

• National offer

• Targeted at public health analysts

• Online delivery since 2020

Online learning

• Public health intelligence – 2 modules

• Population Health Management – 8 
modules

• MOOCs

Formal degree courses

• Proliferation of courses in last 3-5 years
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Apprenticeships

• Available up to master’s level

• Fully funded

• 80:20   work-based : off the job

• Open to existing staff

Examples:

• Data analyst – level 4

• Data scientist – degree

• Applied data scientist – masters

• Health and Care Intelligence
Specialist - masters

Public Health Analysis Unit

https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/data-analyst-v1-1
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/data-scientist-integrated-degree-v1-0
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/digital-and-technology-solutions-specialist-integrated-degree-v1-0
https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/apprenticeship-standards/health-and-care-intelligence-specialist/


Evidence based approach to learning

• There is an evidence base for 
learning!

• Learning environment

• Role modelling by seniors

• Dedicated time

• Learning networks / CoP

• Use relevant tools e.g. Slack

• Regular staff webinars
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Thank you!

Dr John Battersby

John.Battersby@dhsc.gov.uk
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